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Interiordaigner Noelle O'Donoghue indulged in a bit of
oht-iime chat. says Mary 0'Sullivan, when she wanted

to persuade her other half to move house. /-\ncl her hushand

Eoghan is very glad she did. Photography by Tony Gavin
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our've heard of horse that she would also create a second lovely experience. Noelle made wedding
WLISPeTIng — DOW meet home. Interior design is something she’s -- roughout her fashion cares
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'st._w Marmiage is -an turn her hand to anything: creativity Mtings a final one ;
complex affair and we all have ::fe et is in her genes. weren't enough seams 1o ¥ o 2
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relationship. When Noelle, who now &ec*‘f*a:ing- I suppose I got it from her. | ride lost so much weight that hes
lives in the countryside | m"ee:: grew up wanting to be an architect. Then heavily beaded dress had 4o be 1aker

Edenderry and Tullamore, wanted
2 new house, she says she spent many
night< pillow whispering her husband to
get hirs t0 agree to sell their home and
“We lived m 2 lovely. upustal house.
bat we built it on 2 budget when we got
married mn the mid-Nineties and it was
the boom started. | was workong m

?“E“a.;..-E-C‘. I needed 2 zillion points and
decided it would be easier to get into art
college.” she recalls.

After a foundation year in art college
in Waterford. it dawned on Noelle,
whose family have a dairy farm in
Clonbullogue, that it would be hard to
mkeah*m.,fmn*ang_ndﬂsne
switched to fashion and opted to go to
the Grafton Academy.

of fashion businesses, but she gave up
fashion when she married Eoghan.
They met in the local rugby ciub. “He
had been in Canada and then came
home. One day, my brother remarked
that therewasanew lad inthe club. |
couldn’t wait till Sunday to get out 1o see
nim.” she explains with a laugh.

Eoghan has a stud farm and the
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specialising in curtains — desigring

Cat
them providing the fabrics a2«
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her team to make them un She 5l
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Debiin %_n abesemt. When | went in “In those days you could go through coupie have two children. James, seven Almast by accident, her hore Lz
nthe ! ftwasdark andwhenl | thecourseasquicklyasyoucouldpass  and Molly, three. perfect work area for the business
mm 0 wWas a:’ﬂr& — [ became the exams. Our cows went down with When Noelle first got married. she basement. “The site is on an esker 20

obeessed with sunlight and having 1t in
mw home 2t the right times in the ngat
TOOERS,” She S2§S. ; :

brucellosis and we had no income, so |
had to fimish it quick. [ did a2 course in
1S months that normally took students
three years.” Noelle recalls. She wasn't
st guick. she was good too — she
mprﬁﬂlted Ireland at the prestigious

worked in her mother’s bakery, but the
old creative juices couldn’t be stopped
and she opted to do an interior design
course in 1999. It's not a million miles
away from fashion but, according to
Noelle, there are crucial differences. “]
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he was 2 pushover; rather. be <new De Fil d0r awards n Monte Carloand was ~ can be as creativeon windows as 1 could | mowved in, until the boom vesrs she rar

s i saie et overall winner of The Insh Linen Guilds ondresses and windows never change the business exclusively .=:.. s the ot
&ﬁaﬂmmmﬂm BeszDeszgnsmziw‘zaxz Eighties. their minds or lose weight” she notes. and that worked out we
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Noelle in such a

streams in from

the day

Top left

The bathwoom is
decorated in a
restful mix of

she matched it

houses to be kitted out in the Kildars

area and 1t was alwavs ward of mouth
However, the market has changed 2 hit
and. to survive, Noelle decided 1o expl
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the Tullamore side of the country. She
opened an mienors shop on the man
street setling 21t ems and mternors
ACOCSSONEs — [AmMDS, MIrrors. picture
{TAmes. Candies.

She also has fabncs in the shap and 1f
peopie bring in rough measurements of
their windows, she will give a gnote
Once thev order, she goes to their homes
takes accurate measurements anc has
the curtains made up i peopie are
ordering curtains, | mve the interiors
advice for free, she savs

Noelle's own home 15 2 fantastic
showecase for the kimnd of curtains she
makes. The house, which 18 detached
Georpan-stvie and sigeways to the road
has a muddie fioor with a kitchen /living

room and a drawing room, both of which

run the full length of the house and hawe
windows to the front and hack and ar
full of hght.

‘Onmentalion 18 8o mmpartant when
laving out a house,” Noele maintams
“The main kitchen/Iving ares € w the

Jeft. whnch 18 south-facing. There’s a large
kitchen window to the east and & hay
window to the south, and in the hving
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